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-Bernard Davis, Harvard Professor. 
I OfMedicine andkuthor, 78, D ies 

By ERIC PACE 
Dr. Bernard D. Davis, a Harvard 

Medical School professor who attract- 

. 

ed widespread attention in a 1976 dis- 
pute about medical schools’ admission 

. . standards, died on Friday at his home 
. in Belmont, Mass. He was 78. 

. The cause was prostate cancer, said 
his wife, Elizabeth. 

1 Dr. Davis was the Adele Lehman 
Professor of Bacterial Physiology at 
the medical school from 1968 untUl964, 
;h;;5p retired. He loined the faculty 

In 1976, In the “Sounding Board” 
_ section of The New England Journal of 

Medicine, he asserted that academic 
‘standards In American medical 
schools fiad declined In recent years as 
the result of the admission of some 
.members of minorities with substand- 

. ard academic qualifications. 
Officials at Harvard termed Dr. Da- 

$L’s action “irresponsible.” Among 
those who disputed his ass&ion was 
Dr. John A. D. Cooper, president of the 
Association of American Medical Col- 
leges, who responded that students ad- 
mitted’!o medical schoolF had increas- 

ingl higher grade averages and test 
sco x s, even as more minority students 
were being accepted. 

Dr. Davls later explained that he was 
not talking about all minorlty student& 
but was “raisirig questions about a 
small fraction.” He also apologized for, 
his share of what he c@led the “mlsin- 
terpretation” of his article by the 
press. 

He was born in Franklin, Mass., and 
graduated in 1938 from Harvard Col- 
lege. In 1940 he graduated summa cum 
laude from Harvard Medical school. 

HIS writings Included the book 
“Storm over Biology: Essays on Sci- 
ence. Sentlment, and Public Policy” 
(Prometheus, @9t?). 

He married. Elizabeth Men& ‘in ---- 
1955. 

Dr. Bernard D. Davir 
ldy . 

“:I ,, - 

In addition to his wife, he Is survlved 
bv two sons. Jonathan. of San Francis- I 
&, and Fra;lklln, of dewton, Mass.; a 
daughter, Kate, of Manhattan; a broth- 
er, Lawrence, of Boston; two alsters, 
Dr. Evelyn Waltzkin and Marion C& 
han, both of Brookfine, Mass., and twa 
grandchildren. 


